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FOCUS ON YOUTH

WHO WILL CARRY ON?

Who will carry the tra-
ditions of the martial
arts into the twenty-
first century?

There are a few kids in martial arts
today who will become martial art teach-
ers, historians and philosophers. Every
martial art instructor hopes to have one
of those select few in his or her school.

Bill Grossman of San Bruno,
California, is one of those lucky teachers.
He has a 13 year old student who not
only wants to grow up to be a martial art
teacher, but has all of the mental and
physical attributes of a future martial arts
leader. His name is Dominic Antonelli.
He’s a second degree brown belt, soon
to be black belt, at Grossman'’s well
known kenpo school.

“Dominic is one of those rare individu-
als who knows exactly what he wants out
of life and then goes after it. If he says he
wants to open a martial art school, | have
no doubt that he will,” says Grossman.

With only three years of training
behind him, Dominic has already accom-
plished more than most adults in martial
arts. He has near perfect form, specializ-
ing in high powerful kicks and all kinds of
weapons kata. He competes successfully
in state wide tournaments, winning
championships in both forms and fight-
ing. One of his specialties is an open
musical kata done to the theme from
“E.T.” Among his weapons forms are the
staff, kama and broadsword.

“It's hard to find a child who can com-
pete equally as well in both forms and
fighting. He does kenpo and Chinese

forms, traditional and open. He has
brought home as many as 13 trophies
from one tournament. Dominic hasn'’t
competed yet on the national circuit, but
he’s already defeated some of the top
national competitors in forms and fight-
ing.” Says Grossman.

Dominic’s instructor and his family are
waiting until next year, when he has his
black belt, before they start on the
national competition circuit. Dominic, of
course, is ready anytime. He's already
won championships as far away as
Reno, Nevada, and as large as Ed
Parker’s huge International.

However, leadership goes far beyond
tournament competition. Dominic has a
long list of reasons why it's worthwhile to
make martial arts his future career.

“I like the discipline it gives me. I've
learned to set and meet goals. It's given
me more self-confidence and respect,
both for myself and for others. Someday
I'd like to be able to pass these qualities
on to others, like my own teacher has
passed them on to me.

“If | didn’t study martial arts, | might
spend my time doing nothing but video
games and watching television. Martial
arts also keep kids away from drugs.
Drugs fry your brain. You can't perform
well and it holds back all real accomplish-
ments,” he emphasizes.

Dominic says that if he had friends
who took drugs. he'd tell them to say no
to drugs and yes to martial arts. He'd tell
them that martial arts teaches self-con-
trol, while providing a good group of
friends to be around.

Above: Dominic practices a very difficult
movement from a staff form; Left:
Demonstrating a hand form. Dominic has
captured titles in both forms and fighting
divisions, and will begin competing on a
national level in the near future.

Dominic feels that tournament compe-
tition has also made him a better person.
He's learned to practice hard and not be
bitter if he doesn’t win. He knows that
when he wins, it isn't because he or his
martial art is better, but because he had
practiced and worked harder than those
who had fallen to his skill.

“I respect other people’s martial arts
and the effort they put into it. | hope they
respect me and my martial art for the
same reason.” Says Dominic, “We're all
incentives to each other.”

He’s working on his black belt require-
ments now. It's not that easy at
Grossman'’s school to earn a black belt.
Besides the physical requirements,
Dominic must help teach group and pri-
vate lessons; have at least a B average

Continued on page 102
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the use of the sword.

Complete courses in
beginner, intermediate,
and advanced KUM DO
instruction available in
three professionaly made
video tapes.

RVINSTRUCTIONAL
VIDEO TAPES

(VHS ONLY)
TAPE #1 (54559) 5572 owey
TAPE #2 ($3859) [rermciate Love)

t Order both (Kum-Do | & II)
SAVE! for only $69°0 smmmmm

Add $350 S & H for each tape ordered. musae @

PLEASE CALL (319) 359-7000 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA-
TION OR TO ORDER WITH CHARGE CARD. MAKE
e CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE USKA

Please send all correspondence
and payment 10

N UNITED STATES
~ KUM-DO
=, ASSOCIATION

(Nat'l Headquarters)

= SR

FOR USKA
RFORMATION. MEMSERSHIP 1423 18TH STREET
ACKET ;?ND b(IU_ArADO EQUIP-BETTENDORF, 1A 52722

SUITABLE
FOR
FRAMING
ONLY
$1235
FOR
COMPLETE
SET OF 4!

Not Soid
Separately

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! E <
Piease send certified check |

R S MARTIAL AR
deaycelvey Zuees) ENTERPRISES
P0. BOX 1202 BETTENDORF, IOWA 52722

FOCUS ON YOUTH

Continued from page 15

Practicing board breaking with his
instructor, Bill Grossman, who believes
that Dominic is a terrific role model for
young martial art students.

in school; and pass a written test on ten
martial art essay questions.

Dominic knows he must set an exam-
ple for the many students with lower rank-
ing than his. That sense of responsibility
is one of the reasons Bill Grossman
looks toward Dominic as a future martial
art leader.

“He always tries to do his best in front
of other students. He'’s always respectful,
carefully following rules, so others will fol-
low them,” concludes Grossman.

Dominic trains seven days a week. He
spends two hours a day, five days a
week at Grossman'’s school, practicing
and helping teach pee wee classes.
Saturdays are usually tournament days.
At home on Sundays, Dominic works out
in the family garage for several hours. On
weekday evenings, Dominic helps his six
year old brother, Anthony, practice mar-
tial arts.

“I'm really proud of Anthony when he
wins at a tournament. When he loses, |
feel that | haven’t helped him enough,
and we practice harder for the next one,”
explains Dominic.

His family is a true martial art clan.
They all admit it has brought them even
closer together. They all participate in
school functions, help out at tourna-
ments, and make martial arts a way of
life. When Dominic tells his parents that
he wants to be a professional martial
artist someday, they encourage him. You
see, they know he means it. B
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Specializing in Branch and
Individual Memberships
Seminars, Tournaments, Demonstrations,
Summer Camps and more
Advanced Training Available
Keup Certificates and Rank
Dan certification by World Headquarters
Complete Corrgspor\cence Video (VHS) Programme

White through Black Balt)
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For information call or write
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ideas to improve your personal advancement or
the advancement of your students.

Learn the training methods and drills used by
skilled instructors from around the world.

Enhance your teaching skills by assembling the
best training techniques from a multitude of styles.
All delivered to your door monthly.
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